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sections before reading the other sections of the paper. Many of the important details 
come in the section that describes how the research was done, known as the Method 
section. This section includes the “who” (the participants and their number), the 
“what” (the measures/equipment), and the “how” (the procedure). You can quickly 
see the nature and scope of the undertaking and consider its relevance to your cir-
cumstances (in terms of participants, measures, and/or equipment). The Discussion 
reports whether the hypotheses were supported, connects the findings to the literature 
on the topic, acknowledges limitations, and gives some ideas for future directions. 
The description of the limitations and presentation of future directions both may help 
shape your research idea.

How many articles do you need to read? There is no firm number, but in reading 
between 20 and 30 articles, you will become increasingly familiar with the topic and will 
begin to see the same articles cited again and again. When this happens, you have begun 

FIGURE 2.11  Overview of Connections to Resources Available  
Through Your Library

Source: Adapted from Devlin (2006), p. 29, Figure 1.3.
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